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Date: November 5, 2010
To: Tulare County Public Agencies and Non-Profit Organizations
From: 
Eddie Wendt, Associate Regional Planner


    
Elizabeth Wright, Senior Regional Planner

Subject: Call for Projects – Applications Due January 14, 2011 by 12:00

   Transportation Enhancement (TE) Program


   Congestion Mitigation and Air Quality (CMAQ) Program



   *Workshop Date: December 2, 2010

The Tulare County Association of Governments (TCAG) is releasing a call for projects for two funding programs: the Transportation Enhancement (TE) Program, and the Congestion Mitigation and Air Quality (CMAQ) Program. 

Both the TE and CMAQ programs exist under federal transportation law, and have done so for a number of years. While there is no guarantee that the programs will continue with the next federal transportation bill, TCAG is planning ahead with projects for the next several years. Many projects are already scheduled for funding during the next cycle, but some capacity has opened up for new projects.

Long-term transportation planning is an important function of TCAG. TCAG is the implementing agency for Senate Bill 375, a state bill approved in 2008 aimed at reducing the greenhouse gas emissions produced by passenger vehicles. A goal of SB 375 is to promote sustainable planning, which leads to, among other things, fewer vehicle trips. Sustainable planning also has other benefits, such as contributing to the local economy and improving public health. 

Details on the two funding programs are enclosed. A workshop will be held in conjunction with TCAG’s regularly scheduled Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) meeting on December 2, 2010. The workshop is scheduled for 1:30 p.m. in the Resource Management Agency Main Conference Room, 5961 S. Mooney Boulevard, Visalia, CA 93277. Staff will review the program requirements and answer any questions at that time. Please contact the following staff with any additional questions:

Transportation Enhancement Program: 

Eddie Wendt






   

EWendt@co.tulare.ca.us





  

 (559) 624-7265

Congestion Mitigation and Air Quality Program:
Elizabeth Wright








EWright@co.tulare.ca.us







(559) 624-7264

Transportation Enhancement Call For Projects-Due January 14, 2011

The Tulare County Association of Governments (TCAG) is accepting applications for Transportation Enhancement (TE) Projects for FY 11/12, 12/13, 13/14, and 14/15.  The TE funding available by fiscal year is as follows:

· FFY 11/12 $290,000

· FFY 12/13 $333,000

· FFY 13/14 $1 to $2 million*

· FFY 14/15 $65,000

Total $1,2688,000 to $2,688,000

*Note: depends on project delivery of TE projects.

After 2014/15 it is anticipated the 2011 enactment of the next transportation act (to replace the 2003 SAFETEA-LU Act) to fund the TE program with approximately $800,000 to $1 million per year.
TCAG anticipates $688,000 to $2.68 million dollars will be available to Tulare County over the next 4 years for TE projects.  TCAG will score each project submitted and will create a priority list based on score (as per Caltrans guidelines-see Appendix A) and deliverability up to $2.88 million dollars.   All eligible projects that are not funded will be placed on a list for future funding opportunities (e.g. 2008 ARRA Federal Stimulus Funds).  Agencies may apply for $100,000 to $500,000 per project.  There is a local match requirement of 11.47%.  Measure R funds may be used to match bicycle or pedestrian projects.  On Table 5 (Appendix B) Bike/Pedestrian section of the Measure R Expenditure Plan there is a set-a-side for Bike/Pedestrian funding.  These funds may be used as the match requirement for CMAQ and TE projects that is set at a minimum of 11.47%.  There are two funding types within this section.  The first type is agency specific with line item amounts and projects.  The second section is a member agency section that may be accessed by agencies that do not have specific line item amounts.  There is $2,000,000 of those funds allocated in the Expenditure Plan and $650,000 of those funds are budgeted for the next five years.  Agencies that have specific funding allocated to them may increase their match to enhance their applications.  Agencies that are eligible for the member agency portion of the match are capped at 11.47% if using Measure R (Contact Ramon Lara, TCAG Staff, at 559-624-7269 for assistance with Measure R).
The TE Program offers funding opportunities to help enhance transportation modes and corridors through projects related to surface transportation, including pedestrian and bicycle infrastructure and safety programs, scenic and historic highway programs, landscaping and scenic beautification, historic preservation, and environmental mitigation.  TCAG encourages sustainable and walk-able community projects that promote emission reductions and the development of community vision for next 10 years.  Please note that projects that emphasis walk-able and sustainable communities and the demonstration how that project fits into the community plan or profile will score higher then other categories (these categories are: No. 1 pedestrians and bicycles, No. 5. landscape and other scenic with inter-modal connectivity, and No. 8 preservation of abandoned railway corridors for pedestrian or bicycle trails).  The TE project investments benefit communities through rehabilitation of historic facilities related to transportation, renovated streetscapes, rail-trails and other transportation trails, transportation museums, and scenic and historic highway program visitor centers and encourage economic growth in the communities.
Qualifying Projects:

A project may prove its “relation to surface transportation” by its proximity to a highway or a pedestrian/bicycle corridor, or by showing whether the project enhances the aesthetic, cultural, or historic aspects of the travel experience.

The twelve eligible categories are:

1. Provision of facilities for pedestrians and bicycles.

2. Provision of safety and educational activities for pedestrians and bicyclists.

3. Acquisition of scenic easements and scenic or historic sites (including historic battlefields).

4. Scenic or historic highway programs (provision of tourist and welcome center facilities).

5. Landscaping and other scenic beautification.

6. Historic preservation.

7. Rehabilitation and operation of historic transportation buildings, structures, or facilities (including historic railroad facilities and canals).

8. Preservation of abandoned railway corridors (including the conversion and use of the corridors for pedestrian or bicycle trails).

9. Inventory, control, and removal of outdoor advertising.

10. Archaeological planning and research.

11. Environmental mitigation-- to address water pollution due to highway runoff; or to reduce vehicle-caused wildlife mortality while maintaining habitat connectivity.
12. Establishment of transportation museums.

Note: TYPE 1, 5 and 8 projects score well.

TCAG Requirements:

TCAG requires a signed separate letter of deliverability and how the project encompasses the community 10 year vision or community plan from the City Manager, Mayor, County Directors, or Administration with the project application.  Renderings or additional information that provides TCAG with the community’s sustainable vision is encouraged.  All TE application (Appendix C) require signature of the California Conservation Core or local Core if applicable to work on project (see application-Appendix C).  Allocation request must be made to the California Transportation Commission through Caltrans.  Right of way and construction will not be allowed to be allocated during the same fiscal year; all allocations will be requested during the following state fiscal year:

· April 1, 2011, Projects programmed in FY 11/12 (voted in July 2011-May 2012)

· April 1, 2012, Projects programmed in FY 12/13 (voted in July 2012-May 2013)

· April 1, 2013, Projects programmed in FY 13/14 (voted in July 2013-May 2014)

· April 1, 2014, Projects programmed in FY 14/15 (voted in July 2014-May 2015)

The TE funds will be reallocated to the next TE eligible project list if this requirement is not met.  TCAG requires that all agencies notify TCAG regarding any potential project delays to work out the best possible solution to deliver the project.  It is the responsibility of agencies to implement the project for the programmed year.  TCAG will monitor the progress of every TE project and assist as needed to deliver the project.  Federal funds require that invoices be made to Caltrans at least every 6 months during the life of the project or project will be de-obligated.  

Applications are due on January 14, 2011, to TCAG, Attention of Eddie Wendt, 5955, S. Mooney Blvd, Visalia, CA 93277.  Agencies may submit more then one project.  Please provide TCAG with 3 hard copies, signed cover letter (from City Manager or delegated authority) and one electronic copy of proposed project.  A copy of the application is attached for your information and a sample of a past application.  Please contact Eddie Wendt at ewendt@co.tulare.ca.us or 559-624-7265 for any questions or assistance.
[image: image1.emf]
Associate Regional Planner
Tulare County Association of Governments

APPENDIX A 

Project Scoring

Transportation Enhancement Activities 

Each project nomination can receive a maximum of 100 points: 
· up to 60 points in interregional and community enhancement scoring and 

· up to 40 points in plan-specific scoring. 

In the interregional and community enhancement scoring process, all applications are scored by the same point system. For the plan-specific scoring, projects are scored in only one of the four plan list divisions. 

The four plan lists are (Select only one): 

	1
	Bicycle and Pedestrian
	40 points 

	2
	Historic Transportation Facilities
	40 points

	3
	Transportation-Related Archaeology Historic Transportation Facilities
	40 points

	4
	Scenic and Natural Environment
	40 points


Total Possible Specific Score (1 Plan List only) 40 points

Scoring is applied to the activities on which the enhancement funds will be spent and on the immediate and direct effects of these activities. For example, future or suspected benefit of the project, not directly a part of the project, will not be subject to scoring.

Interregional and Community Enhancement  (60 points) 

The project score in this area is derived from the project’s primary effects – its intent and purpose – on the following elements.

a. Benefit to quality-of-life, community, and environment: examples might include provision of safe, aesthetic pedestrian facility at a rail station, removal of billboards on a rural scenic highway, provision for wildlife corridors or migration areas, correction of highway runoff impacts to resources. 0-10 points
b. Increases access to activity centers, such as businesses, schools, recreational areas and shopping areas. Connects or reconnects transportation modes, has multimodal aspects. Reinforces, complements the transportation system, fills deficiency in the system, reestablishes wildlife corridors, reconnects natural drainage or corrects erosion problems impeding access. 0-8 points
c. Implements goals in a transportation plan, or other adopted federal, state, or local plans. Examples might include water quality plans or historic preservation or other elements of general plans, natural community conservation plans. 0-8 points
d. Increases availability, awareness, protection or restoration of historic, community, visual or natural resources. 0-8 points
e. Degree of regional or community support. For example, letters of support from local interest groups and public bodies, contribution of funding from Regional Transportation Planning Agency. (No preference will be given to overmatched projects.) 0-8 points
f. Encompasses more than one of the four plan-specific divisions. That is, the project has aspects of other activity-specific plans which would score meritoriously in and of themselves. There will be direct and intended public benefit from these merits; the benefits are not remotely related by function and proximity to the main project activity, or only suspected to occur by the main activity. 0-8 points
Plan-Specific Criteria (40 points) 
The Statewide Plan-Specific Criteria are groupings of the 12 activity categories into four divisions with similar characteristics. This is done for the convenience of those who score the proposals. The four groups are not intended to affect the distribution of funds, nor to be anything other than a convenience in the scoring process. 

A proposal can score in only one of the four Plan Lists. 
The project score in each activity-specific division is designed to compensate for inability to score in other specific groups. It is not a way to double-count benefits. 

 

1. Bicycle and Pedestrian Plan List (40 points)-(Projects Score Well)
This division encompasses:

· Category 1: Provision of facilities for pedestrians and bicycles

· Category 2: Provision of safety and educational activities for pedestrians and bicyclists

· Category 8: Preservation of abandoned railway corridors (including the conversion or use thereof for pedestrian or bicycle trails)

Need for proposed facilities: shortage of bicycle or pedestrian facilities; missing link in connecting the intermodal system, importance of link; necessity of proposed facilities to serve the system: 

1. High 10 - 20 points

2. Medium 5 - 10 points

3. Low 0 - 5 points

Degree proposed project meets needs or addresses opportunities for bicycle or pedestrian facilities:

1. High 10 - 20 points

2. Medium 5 - 10 points

3. Low 0 - 5 points

2. Historic Transportation Facilities Plan List (40 points) 
This division encompasses:

1. Category 3: Acquisition of historic sites
2. Category 4: Historic highway programs

3. Category 6: Historic preservation

4. Category 7: Rehabilitation and operation of historic transportation buildings, structures or facilities (including historic railroad facilities and canals)

5. Category 12: Archaeological planning and research.

Current recognized level of historic significance (federal, state, or local):

1. High 10 - 20 points

2. Medium 5 - 10 points

3. Low 0 - 5 points

Degree project activity will enhance, preserve, or protect the historic/archaeological resource:

1. High 10 - 20 points

2. Medium 5 - 10 points

3. Low 0 - 5 points

3. Transportation-Related Archaeology Plan List (40 points) 
This division encompasses:

· Category 3: Acquisition of historic sites (archaeological)

· Category 10: Archaeological planning and research 

Current recognized level of historic significance (federal, state, or local):

1. High 10 - 20 points

2. Medium 5 - 10 points

3. Low 0 - 5 points

Degree project activity will enhance, preserve, or protect the historic/archaeological resource:

1. High 10 - 20 points

2. Medium 5 - 10 points

3. Low 0 - 5 points

4. Scenic and Natural Environment Plan list (40 points)

This division encompasses:

· Category 2: Acquisition of scenic easements and scenic sites

· Category 4: Scenic highway programs (including tourist and welcome center facilities)

· Category 5: Landscaping and other scenic beautification (Note this project has success when combined with Sidewalks and Bicycle facilities or connectivity of different modes of transportation.)
· Category 9: Control and removal of outdoor advertising.

· Category 11: Environmental mitigation to address water pollution due to highway runoff or reduce vehicle-caused wildlife mortality while maintaining habitat connectivity.

Degree to which scenic or aesthetic resources are rare, unique, or significant; degree to which potential for enhancement exists for landscaping or scenic beautification; protecting or reestablishing wildlife corridor, level of damage caused by highway runoff, current degree of visual blight:

1. High 10 - 20 points

2. Medium 5 - 10 points
3. Low 0 - 5 points

Degree to which project will preserve, rehabilitate or develop scenic or aesthetic resource, or solves wildlife connectivity or highway runoff problem: 

1. High 10 - 20 points

2. Medium 5 - 10 points

3. Low 0 - 5 points
Samples of Successful Projects:
1. Packwood Creek Bicycle Path

2. City of Lindsay Bollards and Bullouts

3. City of Tulare-Santa FE Trail Lighting

4. County of Tulare Santa Fe Trail Connection

5. City of Exeter Roundabouts

6. City of Farmersville-Sidewalks and City entrance improvements.

APPENDIX B 

2006 Measure R Expenditure Plan 

	Table 5

	Summary of Transit/Bike/Environmental Projects 

	 
	
	
	 
	
	 
	
	 

	 
	Agency
	Project
	Total
	
	Agency
	Project
	Total

	 
	 
	 
	 
	
	 
	 
	 

	 
	
	
	 
	
	 
	
	 

	 
	Transit
	
	Bike/Pedestrian Projects

	 
	
	
	 
	
	 
	
	 

	 
	
	
	 
	
	Lindsay - 
	Ped walkway/Bike 
	$3,900,000

	 
	
	
	 
	
	 
	Phase 3 Downtown
	$2,800,000

	 
	Porterville
	CNG Buses (2)
	$600,000
	
	 
	
	 

	 
	
	
	 
	
	Tulare-
	Santa Fe Bike - lights
	$2,000,000

	 
	Dinuba
	Route expansion (50k a year)
	$1,500,000
	
	 
	Santa Fe Bike - trail head
	$2,000,000

	 
	
	
	 
	
	 
	Bike Arterial crossings
	$1,000,000

	 
	Visalia
	Service expansion (684k a year)
	$20,520,000
	
	 
	
	 

	 
	
	Transit Center expansion
	$1,000,000
	
	Visalia
	St John's River Path
	$2,000,000

	 
	County
	Service expansion (500k a year)
	$15,000,000
	
	 
	Cameron Creek path
	$4,500,000

	 
	
	CNG Buses (4)
	$1,200,000
	
	 
	K Street Bike path
	$1,500,000

	 
	
	
	 
	
	 
	Packwood Creek
	$1,500,000

	 
	Tulare
	Minor Transit improvements
	$300,000
	
	 
	Modoc Creek
	$1,500,000

	 
	
	operations (100k a year)
	$3,000,000
	
	 
	Mill Creek
	$5,000,000

	 
	
	
	 
	
	 
	Goshen Enhancement
	$3,000,000

	 
	
	
	 
	
	 
	K Road along SJ rail line
	$4,500,000

	 
	
	
	 
	
	 
	SJ river to Ave 272
	$6,000,000

	 
	
	
	 
	
	 
	
	 

	 
	Farmersville
	transit center (minor)
	$250,000
	
	County
	Regional Bike Path improvements
	$5,000,000

	 
	Lindsay
	Route expansion (100k a year)
	$3,000,000
	
	Exeter
	Bike/ped improvements
	$1,000,000

	 
	
	transit center (minor)
	$250,000
	
	Porterville
	Bike/ped improvements
	$5,000,000

	 
	
	CNG Buses (2)
	$400,000
	
	 
	
	 

	 
	
	
	 
	
	Tulare/Visalia
	Santa Fe Gap Connection
	$3,000,000

	 
	Woodlake
	Route expansion (50k a year)
	$1,500,000
	
	 
	
	 

	 
	Exeter
	 (part of Visalia Urbanized Area)
	 
	
	Regional
	K Road to Exeter
	$16,000,000

	 
	Farmersville
	 (part of Visalia Urbanized Area)
	 
	
	 
	
	 

	 
	
	
	 
	
	 
	Total
	$71,200,000

	 
	Regional Light Rail ROW preservation
	$10,000,000
	
	 
	
	 

	 
	
	
	 
	
	Environmental Projects
	 

	 
	
	Total
	$58,520,000
	
	Regional Mitigation Banking Program
	$2,000,000

	 
	
	
	 
	
	Woodlake Area Mitigation banking program
	$1,000,000

	 
	
	
	 
	
	 (results in $100,000 a year for environmental)
	 

	 
	
	
	 
	
	 
	Total
	$3,000,000

	
	Notes:
	
	
	 
	 
	
	 

	
	1. The projects are not listed by priority
	
	
	 
	
	$132,720,000

	
	2. There is not a Tier I/II for the Transit/Bike/Environmental category
	 
	 
	 


APPENDIX C

TE Application

Transportation Enhancement (TE) Application (PSR Equivalent)

TE funds are federal funds and must follow federal funding guidelines and environmental (NEPA) processes. All projects must have an approved eligible application prior to programming in the RTIP.

PART ONE: GENERAL PROJECT INFORMATION
_______RTIP TE      _______ITIP TE
Is the project within Caltrans Right of Way Yes FORMCHECKBOX 
 No FORMCHECKBOX 
.


Does this project partner with or commit to employ the services of a Community Conservation Corps or the California Conservation Corps?
Yes FORMCHECKBOX 
 No FORMCHECKBOX 
.

If you answered yes to the above question please list the contact information for the corps.

Corps Name: ___________________________ Contact Name: ______________________ Phone number: ______________
PROJECT TITLE:  

	IMPLEMENTING AGENCY  Administrator/person with day-to-day responsibility for implementing project (Name, title, agency, address, phone, fax, email)

	(Round dollars to nearest thousands)

TE FUNDS REQUESTED 
$_______________
State Match (11.47%)                    $_______________
Local Match (if Required)
$_______________
TOTAL TE PROJECT COST 
$_______________
[image: image2.wmf]
TE is a stand-alone project. 

[image: image3.wmf]
TE is part of a larger project.





	Person who can answer questions about this application (Name, title, phone, fax, email)


	PARTNER(S) (Name, title, agency, address, phone, fax)


IF TE IS AN ENHANCEMENT TO A LARGER PROJECT, DESCRIBE LARGER PROJECT (if larger project is programmed, provide PPNo, EA, Project Title; if not currently programmed, describe the project)

Total Project Cost $ _______________
PROJECT SCOPE OF PROPOSED TRANSPORTATION ENHANCEMENT ACTIVITIES

(Describe the project’s location, limits of work, size, etc. Not the justification or benefits).

NEED AND PURPOSE (Describe how is project above and beyond a standard transportation project)

RELATIONSHIP (TE projects must have a relationship to surface transportation; describe relation to surface transportation)

CONFORMANCE (Describe conformance with Route Concept Report or Transportation Corridor Report and District System Management Plan - ITIP projects only)

CONTEXT SENSITIVE SOLUTIONS (Describe how project reflects Director's policy - ITIP projects only)

ALTERNATIVES CONSIDERED

WHICH OF THE 12 TE CATEGORIES DOES THE PROJECT ENCOMPASS? (May be more than one.)

http://www.dot.ca.gov/hq/TransEnhAct/TransEnact.htm
1.  FORMCHECKBOX 
  Provision of facilities for pedestrians and bicycles
2.  FORMCHECKBOX 
  Provision of safety and educational activities for pedestrians and bicyclists.

3.  FORMCHECKBOX 
  Acquisition of scenic easements and scenic or historic sites (including historic battlefields).

4.  FORMCHECKBOX 
  Scenic or historic highway programs (including the provision of tourist and welcome center facilities).

5.  FORMCHECKBOX 
  Landscaping and other scenic beautification.

6.  FORMCHECKBOX 
  Historic preservation.

7.  FORMCHECKBOX 
  Rehabilitation and operation of historic transportation buildings, structures, or facilities (including historic railroad facilities and canals).

8.  FORMCHECKBOX 
  Preservation of abandoned railway corridors (including the conversion and use of the corridors for pedestrian or bicycle trails).

9.  FORMCHECKBOX 
  Inventory, control, and removal of outdoor advertising.
10.  FORMCHECKBOX 
  Archaeological planning and research.
11.  FORMCHECKBOX 
  Environmental mitigation
 (i) To address water pollution due to highway runoff; or

(ii) Reduce vehicle-caused wildlife mortality while maintaining habitat connectivity.
12.  FORMCHECKBOX 
  Establishment of transportation museums.
PROJECT LOCATION MAPS (Provide Location Map of project in State/Region and Area Specific Map) 

PART TWO: FUNDING

Prepared by _________________________________________
Title_______________________________
Agency_______________________________
Phone____________________
FAX______________________
PROJECT COMPONENT COSTS (round to nearest $1,000s)







    RTIP


     ITIP


Other


•
E&P (PA&ED)
$____________

$__________

$__________

•
PS&E 
$____________

$__________

$__________

• 
Right of Way Capital
$____________

$__________

$__________

• 
Right of Way Support*
$____________

$__________

$__________

• 
Construction Support*
$____________
$__________

$__________

Construction Capital
$____________

$__________

$__________

TOTAL PROJECT COSTS





$___________
*Right of way and construction support are for Caltrans implemented projects only

PRELIMINARY ITEM ESTIMATE - CONSTRUCTION CONTRACT ITEMS

Item
Description
Unit
Quantity
Unit Price
Amount

Contingency (%)

Total Construction Contract Items                                                                                                                  ____________ 

MAINTENANCE (The enhancement must be maintained in a functional and operational manner as its intended purpose for the expected life cycle for the type of project.  If it is not maintained in such a manner, reimbursement of all or a portion of the enhancement funds may be required).

 Who will maintain?

What is the source of maintenance funds?

If project is within Caltrans right of way, must be signed by Deputy District Director, Maintenance

DDD Maintenance: __________________________________________________________ Date: ____________
 PART THREE: INFORMATION AND ASSURANCES

Please note the application must be signed by the TE project sponsor below for the project to be considered for funding. The information below is provided to notify all project sponsors of the criteria that shall be used in the selection of eligible TE projects.
For TE projects proposed for funding from American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009

Assembly Bill X3-20 added Sections 2420-2423 to the Streets and Highways Code which requires that transportation projects proposed for transportation enhancement activities using federal funds provided specifically by the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 be programmed and allocated based on the following priorities:

(1)
In programming and allocating these funds, the department and the metropolitan planning organizations, county transportation commissions, and regional transportation agencies shall give priority to the sponsors of eligible projects that partner with, or commit to employ the services of, a Community Conservation Corps or the California Conservation Corps to construct or undertake the project, provided those projects meet the requirements of the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009.

(2)
After all eligible projects have been selected pursuant to paragraph (1), the department and the metropolitan planning organizations, county transportation commissions, and regional transportation agencies shall next give priority to projects that provide facilities for pedestrians and bicyclists, provided those projects meet the requirements of the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009.

(3) After all eligible projects have been selected pursuant to paragraph (2), the department and the metropolitan planning organizations, county transportation commissions, and regional transportation agencies may fund any project eligible in accordance with paragraph (35) of subdivision (a) of Section 101 of Title 23 of the United States Code.
For projects proposed for funding with all federal TE funds
Senate Bill 286 (Chapter 373, Statutes of 2008) added Sections 2370-2374 to the Streets and Highways Code which requires the selection of all TE projects to be based on projects which partner with, or commit to employ the services of a Community Conservation Corps or the California Conservation Corps. The department, in consultation with Community Conservation Corps, the California Conservation Corps, the commission, regional transportation planning agencies, county transportation commissions or authorities, and congestion management agencies, developed the following criteria that give priority in the selection of TE projects. The information below is provided to project sponsors to assist them in understanding how projects will be selected. Regional transportation planning agencies, county transportation commissions or authorities, and congestion management agencies, when selecting candidates for transportation enhancement projects, shall utilize the selection criteria below.

The RTPAs are required to use the following criteria in prioritizing and selecting TE projects for programming in the Regional Transportation Improvement Programs (RTIP): 
(1) TE eligible projects whose sponsor is partnering with, or has agreed to employ the services of a Community Conservation Corps or the California Conservation Corps (collectively referred to as corps), shall be selected first for funding (the scope of the work performed by the corps will be identified in page 6 of the TE application);

(2) After all TE eligible projects described in paragraph (1) have been selected for funding; the remaining eligible TE projects may be selected.
TE Project candidates that meet the following specific categories are exempt from the above selection criteria and may compete on an equal basis with all project candidates in category (1) above:

(a)
Projects that have been selected and programmed in a RTIP prior to June 25, 2009.

(b)
Projects for which no corps will partner with the sponsor or agree to provide services. A project sponsor can request this exemption only by certifying on the TE Application, with the concurrence of the California Conservation Corps and the California Association of Local Conservation Corps, which the sponsor notified both organizations about the available project, but that no corps in the state was prepared to serve as a partner or provide services.

The department, regional transportation planning agencies, county transportation commissions or authorities, or congestion management agencies shall be authorized to enter into cooperative agreements, grant agreements, or procurement contracts with Community Conservation Corps pursuant to the simplified contract requirements authorized by Section 18.36(j) of Title 49 of the Code of Federal Regulations in order to enable community conservation corps to utilize transportation enhancement project funds.
Section 2370(a) of the Streets and Highways Code is specific as to which organizations can be considered as a Community Conservation Corps or the California Conservation Corps. “Community Conservation Corps” shall have the same meaning as defined in Section 14507.5 of the Public Resources Code. Information regarding these organizations is available on the internet at:

http://www.consrv.ca.gov/dor/grants/Pages/lccc.aspx
http://www.ccc.ca.gov/PARTNER/PARTNERS.HTM
www.calcc.org
For the RTPA: Conservation Corps Partner Contact use only:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 A corps can participate on the following items of work:








 















Name of corps: 





 and the contact for the corps is: 
















(Name)
(Phone number)
____________________________________________________________________________________________________

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 This project is exempt under category (b) above. This exemption allows the project to compete on an equal basis with all other project candidates in the region.  Concurred in by:
California Conservation Corps contact (Print Name) 

(Signature)  




Date

California Association of Local 



(Signature)




Date



Conservation Corps contact (Print Name)

RTPA Conservation Corps Partner Contacts

For Transportation Enhancement Projects

	  AGENCY
	CCC Contact Title and Name
	Phone Number
	Email Address

	California Conservation Corps
	Chief of Field Operations Mark Rathswohl
	916-341-3139
	Mark_Rathswohl@ccc.ca.gov

	California Association of Local Conservation Corps (representing the  Community Conservation Corps)
	Association Manager       Scott Dosick
	916-285-8743
	manager@calcc.org


Project Implementing Agency possesses legal authority to nominate this transportation enhancement and to finance, acquire, and construct the proposed project; and by formal action (e.g., a resolution) the Implementing Agency’s governing body authorizes the nomination of the transportation enhancement, including all understanding and assurances contained therein, and authorizes the person identified as the official representative of the Implementing Agency to act in connection with the nomination and to provide such additional information as may be required.

Project Implementing Agency will maintain and operate the property acquired, developed, rehabilitated, or restored for the life of the resultant facility (ies) or activity. With the approval of the California Department of Transportation, the Implementing Agency or its successors in interest in the property may transfer the responsibility to maintain and operate the property.

Project Implementing Agency will give the California Department of Transportation’s representative access to and the right to examine all records, books, papers, or documents related to the transportation enhancement activity.

Project Implementing Agency will comply where applicable with provisions of the California Environmental Quality Act, the National Environmental Policy Act, the Americans with Disabilities Act, the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards and Guidelines for Archaeology and Historic Preservation, CTC Guidelines, FHWA Transportation Enhancement Guidance and any other federal, state, and/or local laws, rules and/or regulations.  

If TE funds or projects are used for other than the intended enhancement purposes as defined by federal or state regulations or guidelines, the implementing agency may be required to remit all state and federal enhancement funds back to the state.

I certify that the information contained in this transportation enhancement activity application, including required attachments, is accurate and that I have read and understand the important information and agree to the assurances on this form.
Signed______________________________________________________          Date__________________

(TEA Administering Agency Representative)

Printed (Name and Title) ___________________________________________________________________

Administering Agency ______________________________________________________________________

For State Projects:

Upon receiving an eligibility determination, a Project Nomination Sheet must be submitted to the District for programming. 

Congestion Mitigation and Air Quality Call For Projects-Due January 14, 2011
Introduction
The Tulare County Association of Governments is announcing a Call for Projects for the Congestion Mitigation Air Quality (CMAQ) Program. TCAG member agencies have been very aggressive in advancing CMAQ projects for the region. Due to the successful advancement of a number of projects, immediate funding capacity has opened up in the CMAQ program.

TCAG is accepting applications for CMAQ Projects for fiscal years 2010/11-2013/14. Pending no changes to the existing program or funding apportionments under federal law, approximately $3.2 million is available throughout the four-year cycle. Funding is available this fiscal year for projects that are immediately ready to go.
The purpose of the CMAQ program is to fund projects that assist regions in meeting federal air quality standards. For the Tulare County region, CMAQ projects must demonstrate a reduction of particulate matter (PM) and/or ozone causing pollutants. Emissions reductions should be calculated using standard methods provided by TCAG and must be reviewed and approved by TCAG staff. Staff will work with an agency who may propose a project that does not already have a standardized reduction worksheet. For more information on the CMAQ program please visit: http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/cmaqpgs/08guide.htm.
TCAG Funding Criteria

Approved policy for award of CMAQ funds in the Tulare County region is as follows:


● 50% of available funds are reserved for implementing projects/programs in the Measure R Expenditure Plan;


● 20% (minimum) of available funds must be programmed to projects that meet a cost-effectiveness threshold of $30/lb or better;


● 30%, or all remaining funds, are available for other projects.

* Projects will be ranked within each category based on cost-effectiveness ($/lb). Cost-effectiveness is calculated based on the CMAQ-funded portion of the project only. A higher local match increases the cost-effectiveness of federal funds.

The minimum match amount required for the program is 11.47%. An agency may increase their local match if desired for non-Measure R funds and for Measure R funds specifically dedicated to that agency. For projects proposing to use non-agency specific measure R funding, such as the regional bike program funds, the match amount must be set at 11.47%. 

A call for projects for the CMAQ program was released in September 2009. As a result of that call for projects, several projects qualified for the program but were not able to be awarded due to funding constraints. Those projects all have approved cost-effectiveness calculations and are on a waiting list. This call for projects is considered interim, and all project applications received will be ranked against the waiting list in the award process.
Projects
Numerous project types are eligible for CMAQ funds. Examples of projects that generally score well (i.e. reduce a high volume of air pollutants at a lower cost) include:


● Engine retrofits, specifically heavy-duty diesel retrofits


● Roundabouts


● Shoulder stabilization


● Street sweeper purchases


● Signal synchronization

Project scoring is based on a number of factors, but two key items to consider when applying for the following project types are 1) project cost (higher cost = lower cost-effectiveness), and 2) traffic volume on a given route or miles traveled on a vehicle, as applicable. Projects that often score well dependent on these two factors include:


● Transit bus replacement


● Transit route expansion


● Heavy-duty diesel vehicle replacement (replace w/Compressed Natural Gas (CNG))


● Bike trails/paths


● CNG fueling stations

Projects that do not score well include light duty vehicle purchases (hybrids, pick-up truck replacements, etc.), signal installation, and heavy duty vehicle replacement for low-mileage vehicles. 

Additional Information
To apply for the program, the following will need to be submitted:

1. Letter from the local agency or organization responsible for the project. The letter should indicate that the agency/organization commits to the funding and schedule proposed. For agencies/organizations new to the CMAQ program, please note any experience working with the Caltrans Office of Local Assistance on the project obligation and implementation process, if any. 

2. TCAG’s CMAQ Application Form (attached)
3. Emissions Reductions Calculation (worksheets to be provided at December workshop)
Applications will be due January 14, 2011 by 12:00 noon. TCAG will be hosting a CMAQ Workshop in conjunction with the December Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) meeting on December 2, 2010 at 1:30 p.m. in the Resource Management Agency Main Conference Room, Government Plaza, 5961 S. Mooney Boulevard, Visalia, 93277. At the workshop, TCAG staff will provide information regarding what materials are required with the application, provide examples of projects and accepted emissions reductions methodology, and be available to answer questions that you may have. 
If you have any questions, please contact Elizabeth Wright by phone at (559) 624-7264 or email to EWright@co.tulare.ca.us.
Congestion Mitigation and Air Quality (CMAQ) Application 

Is this a Measure R Project? Yes      No      If yes, please list location of project in Measure R Expenditure Plan: 












Agency/Organization: 




  Project Manager: 













  Phone: 













  Email: 





Project Title: 
	Project Description:

Brief narrative description, including air quality benefit:

	Funding:

Total Project Cost 
        $_______________
CMAQ funds requested    $_______________
Local Match*
        $_______________
*Minimum local match required is 11.47%. 


	Schedule:
Can this project be obligated (Caltrans approved) by June 2011? ________
Desired implementation year: ________
Estimated Project Schedule (provide detail below if necessary): 


	Air Quality Benefit:

___________ $/lb

*Approved emissions calculations must be attached to this application. Please insert air quality benefit cost-effectiveness from emissions calculation as a function of dollars per pound of pollutant reduced. Pollutants eligible for consideration include Particulate Matter (PM) and Ozone-causing pollutants (NOX, VOC, and ROG).


Additional Information (Attach additional sheets as necessary)

Does this project complement sustainable community planning in the project area? How? Is it part of a larger project or implementation plan?

Include any additional information that should be considered for this project. Examples include: additional project detail, a description of other funding sources that are/may be involved, description of a regulation coming into affect that requires urgency, a break down of cost by phase if full funding will not be used for construction, etc.
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