
 Measure R Citizens’ Oversight Committee Meeting 

4437 S. Laspina Street, Tulare, CA 93274
November 9, 2009   

A T T E N D A N C E    L I S T

	City of Dinuba
	Joe Rocha
	
	
	City of Porterville
	Ron Irish
	X

	City of Exeter
	Richard Downs
	X
	
	City of Tulare
	Ty Holscher
	X

	City of Farmersville
	Leon Sisk
	X
	
	City of Visalia
	Karen Cooper
	

	City of Lindsay
	Philip LoBue
	X
	
	City of Woodlake
	Jack Ritchie
	X

	County of Tulare
	David Harrald
	X
	
	TC Farm Bureau
	Tom Barcellos
	

	Tulare County Econ. Development Corp.
	Colby Wells
	
	
	Home Builders Association of Tulare/King Counties
	Greg Woodard
	X

	Tulare/Kings Hispanic Chamber of Commerce
	Raymond Macareno
	X
	
	Audit/Finance/Budgeting
	Russ Desch
	X

	Bicycle/Ped/Transit
	Russ Dahler
	X
	
	Environment
	Stephen Tootle
	X


Others present: Ramon Lara, Elizabeth Wright, and Ted Smalley (TCAG Staff), Johnny Wong and Shirley Wallace (TC RMA), Carol Pightling (TC CAO’s Office), Steve Covell (TC RDA), Chris Tavarez (City of Visalia), Nancy Lockwood (The Lockwood Agency).

DRAFT  M E E T I N G  N O T E S
______________

The Citizens’ Oversight Committee Meeting began at 12:05 p.m. on November 9, 2009
●
Chair Woodard called the meeting to order, and invited the committee members and members of the public to introduce themselves. 
●
No public comments were received. 
●
Upon a motion by Mr. Harrald and a second by Mr. LoBue, the minutes of August 10, 2009 were 
unanimously approved.
· Mr. Lara presented the agencies’ Measure R local program quarterly reports. 
· Mr. Lara discussed the status of Measure R revenues. In fiscal year 07/08 revenues came in at approximately $26.5 million, in 08/09 they came in at $23.8 million, and the current fiscal year is on track to bring in approximately $21.1 million. Staff is working on multiple financing scenarios in order to keep projects on track during the current economic downturn.
· Mr. Lara updated the committee on the status of short and long term financing. Staff has been working with the Tulare County Treasurer’s Office on a possible short term loan. The terms that are being discussed are for $20 million to be paid back over three years. The rate discussed has been very competitive: fifty basis points over the prior quarter earnings rate. Chair Woodard asked whether the rate would be adjustable and Mr. Lara responded that it would be adjusted quarterly. TCAG staff has met with the Treasury Oversight Committee. The committee was generally supportive, with some concerns relating to education funding and cash flow. The committee is scheduled to make a recommendation on the loan in January.

TCAG staff has also been working with Citizens’ Business Bank. There may be an opportunity to work 
with Citizens’ on a longer-term loan or line of credit. Staff will keep the committee updated. Mr. Harrald 
suggested that a press release be issued highlighting the success of Measure R funding as a local 
economic stimulus. Mr. Holscher asked how right of way issues on county road projects might affect 
short term lending by way of delaying project timelines. Mr. Smalley responded that there are different 
types and levels of right of way certifications, and that construction can stay on track although all issues 
are not yet resolved. The tile store on Mooney Boulevard is one such case. Mr. Lara added that any 
bonding would be for construction phases only, once those projects are ready to go.
· Steve Covell gave an update on the status of the Betty Drive Grade Separation Project. Mr. Smalley updated the committee on the Cartmill and Bardsley projects as well. Mooney Boulevard is near completion and the State Route 198 project groundbreaking is scheduled for November 19. Chris Tavarez updated the committee regarding the following Visalia projects:


Santa Fe- Project is fully funded by Measure R. It came in under budget and is ahead of 



schedule. Construction should be completed in January.



Ben Maddox- Currently out to bid, with bid closing date as November 30. Contract should be 


awarded December 7th.



Lovers Lane- Project Study Report is underway. The city is looking forward to construction in 


the next few years.



Member Desch asked what percentage of funding goes to local firms. Mr. Smalley replied that the 
information will be brought back to the next meeting. Member Harrald stated that much of the materials 
are purchased locally, as well as many of the subcontractors. Discussion ensued regarding which 
agencies have a local preference policy for contracting. Member Macareno stated that local preference 
can have a disadvantage to local companies when neighboring agencies do not consider Tulare County 
local (such as Bakersfield). Member Harrald replied that the State Contractors Association is opposed to 
local preference policies for that reason.

· Mr. Smalley discussed the proposed Measure R Expenditure Plan Amendment No. 2. He stated that most counties are doing amendments to remove projects from the list, but this amendment is revenue neutral and only adds flexibility to current projects. Mr. Smalley reviewed the five proposed amendments. Discussion ensued regarding the short haul rail amendment. Committee members are receiving comments from concerned members of the public about the legitimacy of using Measure R funds for rail purchase. Member Harrald stated that the rail issue is a political one and that residents are looking for assurance that Tulare County is not getting into the rail business. He also stated that this rail funding is a relatively very small amount in the overall Measure R picture and that too much time has been spent on the issue. Member Sisk stated that he is against the project in part because most shippers do not have the volumes necessary for rail shipping. Member Holscher stated that he doubted the projects viability without subsidies. Member Tootle requested two word changes to the amendment language: 1) change may to shall in the sentence, “The expenditure of Measure R funds may not result in a commitment of additional funds,” and 2) that the word “economic” be inserted before viability in the last sentence of the amendment language.
· 
A motion was made by Member Harrald and seconded by Member Lobue to approve amendments 1-4, 

with none opposed. A motion was made my Member Harrald and seconded by Member Holscher that 
amendment five (short haul rail) be supported with Member Tootle’s language changes and with the 
committee’s reservations.  The committee notes the political sensitivity to rail and is supportive of 
keeping the project cap at $3 million. Members Irish and Sisk voted in opposition and Member 
Macareno abstained.
· Under other items Member LoBue asked if the prior issue with residents of Pixley was resolved. Mr. Wong answered that the County was meeting with those residents on Friday at 10:30. Member Harrald also commented that he is working with the Lockwood Agency on drafting a letter to the Visalia Times Delta in response to a comment in a recent article.
· The Citizens’ Oversight Committee was concluded and adjourned at 1:50 p.m.


