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I.
Call to Order & Welcome

The Transportation Policy Advisory Committee was called to order by Chair Vander Poel at
1:00 p.m. on March 21, 2011.
II. Pledge of Allegiance 
At the request of Chair Vander Poel, Eric Coyne led the pledge of allegiance. 

III.  
Public Comments
None 
IV.
Transportation Consent Calendar 
A.
Information: American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA) Project Update 
B.
Information: Status of State Transportation Improvement Program (STIP) Allocations and California Transportation Commission (CTC) Update 

V.
Transportation Action/Discussion Items
A.
Information: 2011 Transit Unmet Needs Process 

Ms. Chavez provided a Power Point presentation on the 2011 Transit Unmet Needs process which included: accomplishments made over the years, definitions of “reasonable” and “unreasonable” to meet requests; and outreach efforts. 
B.
Public Hearing: 2011 Transit Unmet Needs in Tulare County 


Ms. Chavez opened the Public Hearing in English and in Spanish.  


David McElroy, 203 W. Elm Court, Visalia, commented that additional buses from Visalia to Hanford would be helpful for individuals who ride the train.  Also, multi county buses that travel from Visalia to Hanford to Fresno would be helpful to job seekers and volunteers. Mr. McElroy added that establishing a transit authority would be beneficial for dual county projects.  

Rachel Ramsey, 2049 S. Pincon St., Visalia, stated that she represents bus riders.  Ms. Ramsey stated that bus route 5 in Visalia never runs on time and makes her late.  Ms. Ramsey stated they she pays for a service and it shouldn’t take an hour and a half to travel.  Ms. Ramsey stated that it’s additionally hard in the summer months to be outside waiting for a late bus.  


Phoebe Seaton, California Rural Legal Assistance (CRLA), stated that she represents citizens in Tulare, Matheny tract and Orosi. Ms. Seaton requested that Public Hearings take place in the evening so that people can attend and not miss work.  Ms. Seaton stated that more covered bus stops are needed in each community.  Ms. Seaton stated that bus stops on main streets are not safe and more outreach is needed to make people aware of services offered. Ms. Seaton stated that the Dial-a-Ride can’t provide services in Tooleville because of street conditions.  Ms. Seaton stated that additional buses are needed for people traveling from rural communities to the cities as there is a long wait to return.        


Chair Vander Poel stated that the Public Hearing will remain open until the April 25th TCAG Board meeting.  Comments are still being accepted. 

Member Boyer requested a status on the College of Sequoia bus pass.


Ms. Chavez responded that it is going very well.  During one and a half months there were 31,000 riders.  


Member Allwardt stated that more buses are needed to transfer students to the McDermont center in Lindsay.  

C. Public Hearing: 2011 FTIP Amendment No. 8 


Mr. Smalley requested that Chair Vander Poel pull this item due to delays.

D. Action: Adoption of Resolution: Support for Senate Bill 325 (Rubio) 


Ms. Wright provided information on the item seeking support for Senate Bill 325 (Rubio). This would create a Central Valley Air Authority.  The areas included are: Kern, Tulare, Kings, and Fresno Counties, giving San Joaquin, Stanislaus, Merced and Madera counties the ability to opt in to the Authority at their desired date.  The powers of this Authority would be established through a Joint Powers Agreement (JPA).  Once a JPA is established consideration on funding will be made but will not include state funds.  
Upon a motion by Member Ishida and seconded by Member Link the Transportation Policy Advisory Committee unanimously approved a resolution to support Senate Bill 325 (Rubio). 
E. Action: Adoption of Resolution: Approve the 2011 City of Visalia Bikeway Plan Update

Ms. Chavez provided information on the 2011 City of Visalia Bikeway Plan Update. On March 7th, the City of Visalia approved its Bikeway Plan Update.  The plan serves as a tool to implement their goal to support bicycling as an alternate mode of transportation.  TCAG review found the plan to be consistent with Caltrans guidelines including Code 891.2.  The full Bikeway Plan can be found on the TCAG website.

Upon a motion by Member Vejvoda and seconded by Member Cox the Transportation Policy Advisory Committee unanimously approved the 2011 City of Visalia Bikeway Plan Update.
F.
Information: One Voice Trip Update       
Ms. Wright provided an update on the One Voice Trip. Several meetings included higher level administration.  The new transportation bill is currently being written.  Administration staff seemed  interested in listening to TCAG representatives about competitive grants, streamlining programs and formulas for funding.  There was a lot of discussion on transferring High Speed Rail funding to State Route 99.  

Member Kimball stated that it was an excellent trip.  Meeting with White House administration was impressive because they didn’t know about Tulare County and it gave representatives the chance to tell our story.   
Member Ishida stated that this Friday there is a Policy Council meeting scheduled and an item has been placed on the agenda to discuss D.C. trips and compare notes.
Member Irish said that he was very impressed with TCAG staff and that he was surprised that people in D.C. didn’t know about this area.  Member Irish stated that trips to D.C. are important to let them know we are here.

Member Link thanked staff for their efforts adding that ground breaking events like the one scheduled April 1st for SR99 is a result of a trip three years back.  Member Link encouraged the trips to continue as it is success for all.  

Member Worthley stated that the trips are a continuous process; that one trip will not be enough to know who we are.  Visits made in the previous year’s shows an impact.  

Chair Vander Poel asked if there were any public comments.  No comments were received.  

G.
Information: Caltrans Monthly Report 

Ms. Cox-Kovacevich provided a Caltrans monthly report and concerns for new legislation being considered to assess transportation funding.  Also, discussion is taking place regarding imposed mandates on SB375. Ms. Cox-Kovacevich congratulated the City of Farmersville for being awarded funds for a round-about and provided information for the SR99 widening project groundbreaking scheduled April 1st.  Ms. Cox-Kovacevich discussed Volume 1, Issue 1 titled “Caltrans Update”. Part of the update includes: Tulare County projects, Encroachment Permits, Shandon Roadside Rest Area opening, Caltrans District 6 staff and local project managers (including their contact information). More information can be found on the Caltrans website at www.dot.ca.gov/dist6/
Ms. Bender-Ehlert introduced herself as the Interim District 6 Director.  She is filling in for Malcolm Dougherty.   Ms. Bender-Ehlert stated that discussion is taking place regarding National Environment Policy Act (NEPA) reforms.  Caltrans has been invited to add input and they are hopeful that congress will move forward.  Ms. Bender-Ehlert accepted an award on behalf of the Mooney Boulevard project.  
Member Link added that it was a well deserved award.  

H. 
Addendum: Presentation: Update on the Central Valley Next Generation Broadband Infrastructure Project/Tulare County progress report 

Mr. Coyne, Tulare County Film Commissioner & Tourism Manager, stated that the County was looking for ways to tap into stimulus funds to meet needs.  There are many communities in Tulare County with no internet access.  The Central Valley Next Generation asked for support and Tulare County welcomed the opportunity.  Senior City staff put a lot of time and effort into this project as well.  Bill Harrison, Tulare County Information Technology, also partnered in the project.  Mr. Coyne introduced Mary Gonzalez, Government Relations Director, Central Valley Independent Network (CVIN).

Ms. Gonzalez provided a power point presentation on the Central Valley Next Generation Broadband Infrastructure Project/Tulare County progress Report and introduced Mike Stewart, Director of Marketing, Central Valley Independent Network. 

Mr. Stewart stated that Tulare County will have very good coverage with this system and as the process continues they will look at needs and possible expansion.  More details can be found on their website www.cvin.com
Mr. Coyne, Tulare County Film Commissioner & Tourism Manager, added that citizens should first contact their City Managers who are working with them to gain consistency and understanding of business necessities. 
VI.
REQUEST TO ADVISORY TO REAFFIRM ALL ACTIONS TAKEN WHILE SITTING AS THE TRANSPORTATION POLICY COMMITTEE
Upon motion by Member Ennis and seconded by Member Link, the Board unanimously reaffirmed all actions taken while sitting as the Transportation Policy Advisory Committee. 
VII. Association Consent Calendar
Request Approval of the Association Consent Calendar (Items VII-A through VII-B)
A. Minutes of February 22, 2011, Board Meeting   
B. Summary of February 17, 2011, Technical Advisory Committee Meeting 
C.
Information: Abandoned Vehicle Abatement (AVA) 2010/2011 Second Quarter Report

Upon motion by Member Cox and seconded by Member Ennis, the Association unanimously approved the Association Consent Calendar Items VI-A through VII-B. 
VIII. ASSOCIATION ACTION/DISCUSSION ITEMS
A. Action:  Appoint a Member-at-Large Alternate for Position #2 on the Tulare County Association of Governments (TCAG) Board 
Chair Vander Poel stated that no applications were received. Chair Vander Poel encouraged interested     parties to apply. 

B. Addendum: Approve TCAG Relocation Site Parameters and Establish Site Selection and Negotiating Committee 
Mr. Smalley provided details, as recommended by City Managers, for the draft location parameters, draft site selection, committee purposes and timeline.   

Chair Vander Poel named the recommended committee participants as follows: Ron Irish, City of Porterville, Michael Olmos, City of Visalia, and Terry McKittrick, At-Large Member.  Chair 
Vander Poel stated that there are two vacancies’s and asked for recommendations to fill.   

Upon a motion made by Member Ennis and seconded by Member Link, the Association unanimously approved Member Cox to fill the vacancy for Tulare County on the Negotiating Committee.
Upon a motion made by Member Worthley and seconded by Member Cox, the Association unanimously approved Member Vejvoda to fill the vacancy for City of Tulare on the Negotiating Committee.  

Upon a motion made by Member Cox and seconded by Member Ennis, the Association unanimously approved the TCAG Relocation Site Parameters and Establish Site Selection and Negotiating Committee.
VIII. 
Correspondence
Mr. Smalley provided details regarding a flyer for the SR 99-Goshen to Kingsburg Widening Project groundbreaking scheduled April 1st at 10:30 a.m. Mr. Smalley stated that everyone can be proud of this project and the years of effort to make this happen.  Mr. Smalley encouraged everyone to attend as this is a huge project that will benefit every community. 
IX. 
Other Business

A. Information:  Items from Staff
Chair Vander Poel reminded Board members that 700 Forms are due.  For members on both the TCAG and TCTA Board, please add both on your form.  
B. Information:  Items from Board Members  
Member Ishida provided an update on the Tulare County Water Commission.  Member Ishida announced the hiring of Denise Akins, Administrative Analyst, Water Resources.  Ms. Akins will handle the water grant and will be looking for new water grants.    
Member Ishida added that at the March 22, 2011, Tulare County Board of Supervisors will be voting to approve a change to the Surface Mining and Reclamation Act (SMARA) policy.  This would mean that ground water recharge projects would be except from SMARA, with certain requirements.   
Member Mendoza announced an annual meeting hosted by the Visalia Chamber of Commerce scheduled March 22, 2011, 7:30 a.m. at the Visalia Country Club. Congressman Nunes will be attending to provide a Washington D.C. update and answer questions.   
C. Request from Board Members for future agenda items
Member Sparks requested a rail update.  
ADJOURN AS THE TULARE COUNTY ASSOCIATION OF GOVERNMENTS AND CONVENE AS THE TULARE COUNTY TRANSPORTATION AUTHORITY.              
TULARE COUNTY ASSOCIATION OF GOVERNMENTS
TULARE COUNTY TRANSPORTATION AUTHORITY
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X.
Transportation Authority Consent Calendar 

Request approval of the Authority Consent Calendar (Item X-A)
A. Action: Minutes of February 22, 2011 Authority Meeting 
B.

Information: Measure R Update  
Upon a motion by Member Ennis and seconded by Member Cox, the Tulare County 
Transportation Authority approved the Authority Consent Calendar Item X-A.   
XI. 
AUTHORITY ACTION/DISCUSSION ITEMS

B.
Information: Santa Fe Trail Connection Update  

Ms. Chavez provided a Santa Fe Trail Connection update.  On March 8th the Tulare County Board of Supervisors held a public hearing, certified the Environmental Impact Report (EIR), adopted a mitigation monitoring and reporting program and approved CEQA Findings of Fact for Segment 3.  Details of Segment 3 were raised at the meeting.  The next steps include meetings with the City of Visalia, Tulare and the County of Tulare to come to an agreement for the establishment of the trail management entity, a maintenance plan, and issues associated with right of way acquisition.  
Other Business
A.
Information: Items from Staff

None

B. 
Information: Items from the Board

None

C. 
Information: Requests from Board Members for future agenda items

None
XII.
Adjourn 

Adjourn as the Tulare County Transportation Authority at 2:39 p.m. The next TCAG/Transportation Authority Board meeting will be held Monday, April 25, 2011 at 1:00 p.m. (following a 12:00 p.m. Workshop) Board of Supervisors, County Civic Center, 2800 W. Burrel, Visalia, CA 93291
