





Tulare County transit agencies and the
College of the Sequoias (COS) recently
teamed up to create a discounted student
bus pass program. The student pass
encourages transit ridership and helps
students with limited transportation the
means to commute to and from school.

The new program allows enrolled COS
students unlimited ridership on all

fixed route systems in Tulare and Kings
County — all while introducing them

to the benefits of public transit. COS
students voted last September to create
a mandatory transportation fee of $5 for
full-time students and $4 for part-time
students every semester. The COS board
approved matching each student’s fee
with 40 cents per student, per semester.

The student ridership program began in

the Spring 2011 semester and preliminary
results appear to
be very positive.
For the Spring
2011 semester
(January-May),
students took
advantage of
these new transit
opportunities
over 115,000
(115,199) times.

A study, consisting of surveys, outreach,
open community meetings, and data
collection, is currently being conducted
to evaluate and recommend long-term
implementation goals for the student bus
pass program. For more information on
the student bus pass program, contact
Christine Chavez at (559) 624-7270 or
CHChavez@co.tulare.ca.us.

State Route 99 Widening

State Route 99 (SR-99) serves the primary population centers in the San
Joaquin Valley as well as much of the rural agricultural areas. SR-99 is the
major transportation backbone for the movement of agricultural products
and other commercial goods. In its capacity as a valleywide and countywide
thoroughfare for the movement of people and goods, it is critical to the
economic vitality of the state. All those years of planning and hoping for
money to fund the widening of State Route 99 through Tulare County
began to bear fruit with the March 30th groundbreaking ceremony to
commemorate the beginning of the widening of SR-99 between Goshen
and Kingsburg.

The $90 million project, which is expected to take three years to complete,
will widen this segment of the highway from two to three lanes in each
direction. Construction has begun north of Betty Drive in Goshen and

will run north, nearly 14 miles, to Kingsburg, where it will connect with a
newly-widened section of SR 99.

Expansion of SR 99 was necessary as it was originally built to accommodate
far fewer drivers than currently utilize it some six decades later.

For more information on State Route 99 widening, please contact Caltrans
Project Manager, Phillip Sanchez at (559) 243-3466.

Let’s Hear It For The Boys And Girls

Congratulations to the winners of the 2011 Essay and
Poster Contest. This annual contest challenged Tulare
County children of all grade levels to create a poster,
essay, or video showing how they helped make a
difference in improving our air quality. The hard work
and dedication of these students really paid off, as
TCAG received nearly two hundred total entries.

The Grand Prize winner, first-grader Rosa Dominguez,
won a new bicycle, a helmet, and $250. Daniel Trujillo
(K-3 level), David Kingsford (grades 4-5), Mayra Martinez
(grades 6-8), and Deyanira Barajas (grades 9-12) were
the first place winners in their respective age groups
and won a new bicycle and helmet, while 15 others were
awarded with goodie bags and certificates for earning

honorable mentions.

It's never too early to begin thinking of ideas for next
year's contest - and the best way to get started is by
taking the proper steps right now to help improve
our air!

For more information on the 2011 Essay and Poster
contest, please visit: http://tularecog.org/contest.php
or contact Christine Chavez at (559) 624-7270

or CHChavez@co.tulare.ca.us.




® TCAG SPOTLIGHT

Staff Spotlight

Marcos Segura

When cities and special districts
in Tulare County want to grow,
they need to convince Marcos
Segura and his commission

that annexation of additional
territory is the right thing at the
right time. As a staff analyst with
the Local Agency Formation
Commission (LAFCO),

Marcos helps oversee the

expansion of city and special district boundaries by conducting

a thorough analysis of the proposal’s impact on the city and

the surrounding unincorporated area. To Marcos, the goal of

city expansion should always be the welfare of Tulare County
residents, with factors such as opportunities to extend municipal
services to disadvantaged fringe communities being considered
as well. Marcos is always looking to strike a balance between

the preservation of open-space/agricultural land; orderly
formation of local agency boundaries; and efficient provision and
accessibility of quality municipal services to all county residents
and the need for city growth and development. Marcos describes
LAFCO as, “A small and relatively unknown agency that is vital to
addressing the County’s biggest problems”.

Born in Tulare, Marcos was raised in Los Angeles, migrating to
Central California to work in the fields every summer, before
permanently moving back to the area (Dinuba) at the age of nine.
He then attended Dinuba High School, where he was a football
and track standout, making several post-season All-Star rosters
before graduating as part of the Class of 1999. After graduation,
Marcos moved to the Central Coast, where he attended the
University of California at Santa Barbara, earning a degree in
economics in 2003.

In his spare time, Marcos volunteers at the Southeast Fresno
Boxing Club, mentoring children who share his childhood passion
of boxing. In the fall, Marcos plans to attend UCLA School of
Law where he will additionally form part of the David J. Epstein
Program in Public Interest Law and Public Policy, one of only
25 students admitted each year. Marcos plans to focus on the
emerging field of law and economics and Constitutional Law.
Inspired by President Obama'’s Call to Service program, Marcos
plans to serve 15 months of active duty military service after
completion of his first year, saying, “It's my way of repaying this
country for all the opportunities it has given me.” Marcos can
be contacted at msegura@co.tulare.ca.us or (559) 624-7124.

Annual Report Available Online

The 2009-2010 Tulare County Association of Governments

Annual Report can be found online at the TCAG website.
Alternatively, the Annual Report can be mailed to you at
your request by calling (559) 624-7274.

One Voice Spotlight

Tulare County’s One Voice delegation traveled

to Washington, D.C. this past February to meet
with federal officials and to garner funding for
federal transportation, public safety, and air quality
projects. Specifically, the delegation was looking
for support for the continued widening of State
Route 99, funds for bridge replacement and
repair, and for the preservation of federal funding
for transportation planning. In addition, the group
was looking to initiate new funding policies that
would benefit self-help counties, like Tulare, that
help pay for transportation projects through
transportation measures.

Previous One Voice visits helped obtain millions

of dollars in federal aid for Tulare County. The
face-to-face meetings also help build relationships
with members of Congress - helping them to better
understand Tulare County’s issues and encouraging
them to advocate for the County’s funding requests.

During their 3-day visit to Washington, D.C., the
delegation met with many groups, including the
President’s Office of National Drug Control Policy,
the offices of United States Senators Boxer and
Feinstein, Congressman Devin Nunes, and the
Director of Transportation Kathy Dedrick,

among others.

The delegation also met with the chairpersons and
staff from a variety of congressional committees and
federal agencies to discuss Tulare County projects.

For more information on the One Voice Trip, please

contact Elizabeth Wright at ewright@co.tulare.ca.us
or (559) 624-7264.




