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Glossary of Terms 
 
For this study, it is important to understand the definition or use of the term ‘bikeway’. 
According to Caltrans, ‘bikeway’ means all facilities that provide primarily for bicycle 
travel. Therefore, bikeway facilities could include bike paths, bike lanes, bike routes and 
even support facilities such as parking racks and lockers.  Other terms used in this 
report are presented below. 
 
AASHTO - American Association of State Highway and Transportation 
Officials 
 
ADA - Americans with Disabilities Act 
 
ADT - Average Daily Traffic 
 
BAC - Bicycle Advisory Committee 
 
Bicycle Boulevard - Streets designed to limit or prohibit motor vehicle traffic, using 
barriers or other design elements, in order to enhance bicycle safety and enjoyment. 
 
Bicycle Facilities - A general term for improvements and provisions 
made by public agencies to accommodate or encourage bicycling, 
including bike racks and lockers, bikeways, and showers at 
employment destinations. 
 
Bike Lane - A striped lane for one-way bike travel on a street or 
highway. 
 
Bike Path - A right of way separate from a street or highway for bicycle travel, typically 
along rail, water, or utility corridors. 
 
Bike Route - A travelway for bicycles through a community, providing a superior route 
based on traffic volumes and speeds, street width, directness, and cross-street priority, 
denoted by signs only. 
 
Bikeway - All facilities developed primarily for use by bicycles. 
 
Class I Bikeway or Multi-Use Path - See Bike Path. 
 
Class II - See Bike Lane. 
 
Class III - See Bike Route. 
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Clearance, Lateral - Width required for safe passage of a bicycle and emergency and 
maintenance vehicles as measured on a horizontal plane. 
 
Congestion Management Program - A state-mandated program that requires the 
monitoring and mitigation of increased congestion on regional highway routes and 
transit systems.  
 
CMAQ - Congestion Management and Air Quality (TEA-21 funding program) 
 
CMP - See Congestion Management Program. 
 
FHWA - Federal Highway Administration 
 
Geometry - The vertical and horizontal characteristics of a transportation facility, 
typically defined in terms of gradient, degrees, super elevation, and travel speed. 
 
Grade Separation - Vertical isolation of travelways through use of a bridge or tunnel so 
that traffic conflicts are minimized. 
 
Loop Detector - A device placed under the pavement at intersections, 
which can detect a vehicle or bicycle and trigger an actuated or semi-
actuated signal to turn green. 
 
Mode Split - Percentage of trips that use a specific form of transportation. 
A one percent bicycle mode split indicates that one percent of trips are 
made by bicycle. 
 
MUTCD - Manual of Uniform Traffic Control Devices 
 
Nox – Nitrogen Oxides 
 
NPTS - National Personal Transportation Survey 
 
PM10 - Particulate Matter 
 
PMS - Pavement Management System 
 
Reversion - Process by which bicycle facilities are removed or converted to non-bicycle 
use (travel or parking lanes) in the future. 
 
Right-of-Way - The right of one vehicle or pedestrian to proceed in a lawful manner in 
preference to another vehicle or pedestrian. Also, the strip of land over which a 
transportation facility is built. 
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ROG – Reactive Organic Gasses 
SAFETEA-LU – Safe, Accountable, Flexible, Efficient Transportation Equity Act:  A 
Legacy for Users. – promotes more efficient and effective Federal surface transportation 
program by focusing on transportation issues of national significance. 
 
Shared Roadway - A type of bikeway (typically a bike route or bike boulevard) where 
bicyclists and motor vehicles share the same roadway with no striped bike lane. 
 
Sight Distance - A measurement of the cyclist’s visibility, unobstructed by traffic or 
other barriers, along the normal path to the farthest point of the roadway. 
 
SJAPCD – San Joaquin Valley Air Pollution Control District 
 
STP - Surface Transportation Program (ISTEA funding program) 
 
SWITRS - Statewide Integrated Traffic Records System kept by the California Highway 
Patrol 
 
TAC - Technical Advisory Committee 
 
TCM - Transportation Control Measure 
 
TDA - Transportation Development Act 
 
TDM - See Transportation Demand Management 
 
TEA - Transportation Enhancement Activities 
 
TEA-21 - Transportation Equity Act for the 21st Century 
 
TMA - Transportation Management Agency 
 
Traffic Control Devices - Signs, signals, or other fixtures, whether 
permanent or temporary, placed on or adjacent to a travelway by authority of a public 
body having jurisdiction to regulate, warn, or guide traffic. 
 
Traffic Volume - The number of vehicles that pass a specific point for a specific amount 
of time (hour, day, year). 
 
Transportation Demand Measures (TDM) - Generally refers to policies, programs, 
and actions that are directed towards increasing the use of high occupancy vehicles 
(Transit, carpooling, and vanpooling) and the use of bicycling and walking with the 
express purpose of reducing or limiting vehicle cold starts and miles traveled for 
congestion and air quality purposes. 
VMT - Vehicle Miles Traveled. 
VT - Vehicle Trip. 





 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Appendix B 
California Streets and Highways Code 

 





 
  Appendix B 

   
TCAG Bicycle Transportation Plan  1 

 

STREETS AND HIGHWAYS CODE 
 
CHAPTER 8 - NON-MOTORIZED TRANSPORTATION 
SECTIONS 885-894.8 
 
General Provisions 
 
885.  The Legislature hereby finds and declares that traffic congestion, air pollution, noise pollution, 
public health, energy shortages, consumer costs, and land-use considerations resulting from a primary 
reliance on the automobile for transportation are each sufficient reasons to provide for multimodal 
transportation systems. 
 
885.2.  The Legislature finds and declares all of the following: 
   (a) California's bicycle programs have not been fully developed or funded. 
   (b) The Legislature and Congress have enacted laws to reduce traffic congestion and improve air 
quality. 
   (c) The components of a successful bicycle program include engineering and design of safe facilities, 
education of bicyclists, and the motoring public on lawful use of the highways, and enforcement of traffic 
laws. 
(d) Efforts to improve safety and convenience for non-motorized transportation users are a proper use of 
transportation funds. 
   (e) The design and maintenance of many of our bridges and highways present physical obstacles to use 
by bicycles. 
   (f) The bicycle is a legitimate transportation mode on public roads and highways. 
   (g) Bicycle transportation can be an important, low-cost strategy to reduce reliance on the single-
passenger automobile and can contribute to a reduction in air pollution and traffic congestion. 
 
886.  There is in the department a bicycle facilities coordinator who is responsible for the administration 
of bicycle-related activities of the department. 
 
Non-Motorized Transportation Facilities 
 
887.  As used in this chapter, "non-motorized transportation facility" means a facility designed primarily 
for the use of pedestrians, bicyclists, or equestrians.  It may be designed primarily for one or more of 
those uses. 
 
887.2.  The department, in cooperation with local agencies, shall publish a statewide map illustrating state 
highway routes available for the use of bicyclists and, where bicyclists are prohibited from using a state 
highway, illustrating, in such a case, safe, alternate routes available to the bicyclist. 
 
887.4.  Prior to December 31 of each year, the department shall prepare and submit an annual report to the 
Legislature summarizing programs it has undertaken for the development of non-motorized transportation 
facilities, including a summary of major and minor projects. The report shall document all state funding 
for bicycle programs, including funds from the Bicycle Transportation Account, the Transportation 
Planning and Development Account, and the Clean Air Transportation Improvement Act.  The report 
shall also summarize the existing directives received by the department from the Federal Highway 
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Administration concerning the availability of federal funds for the programs, together with an estimate of 
the fiscal impact of the federal participation in the programs. 

887.6.  Upon the request of a public agency, as defined by Section 6500 of the Government Code, the 
department may enter into an agreement with the agency for the construction and maintenance of non-
motorized transportation facilities, which generally follow a state highway right-of-way where the 
department has determined that the facility will improve safety and convenience for bicyclists. The 
department's contribution, if any, to the cost of constructing the non-motorized facilities shall be based 
upon a finding that the traffic safety or capacity of the highway will be increased.  The agreements may 
provide for the handling and accounting of funds, the acquisition or conveyance of right-of-way, 
maintenance, and any other phase of the project. 
 
887.8.  (a) After consulting with the law enforcement agency having primary traffic law enforcement 
responsibility with respect to the state highway, the department may construct and maintain non-
motorized transportation facilities approximately paralleling that highway. 
   (b) Where the traffic safety or capacity of the highway would be increased, the department shall pay for 
the construction and maintenance of non-motorized transportation facilities approximately paralleling the 
highway. 
   (c) The Legislature finds and declares that the construction and maintenance of non-motorized 
transportation facilities constitute a highway purpose under Article XIX of the California Constitution, 
and justify the expenditure of highway funds and the exercise of the power of eminent domain therefore. 
 
888.  The department shall not construct a state highway as a freeway that will result in the severance or 
destruction of an existing major route for non-motorized transportation traffic and light motorcycles, 
unless it provides a reasonable, safe, and convenient alternate route or such a route exists. 
 
888.2.  The department shall also incorporate non-motorized transportation facilities in the design of 
freeways on the state highway system along corridors where non-motorized facilities do not exist, upon a 
finding that the facilities would conform to the California Recreational Trails System Plan specified in 
Section 5070.7 of the Public Resources Code or upon a finding, following a public hearing, that the 
facilities would conform to the master plans of local agencies for the development of non-motorized 
facilities and would not duplicate existing or proposed routes, and that community interests would be 
enhanced by the construction of the facilities.  The department shall establish an annual priority list of 
projects to be funded pursuant to this section, which shall primarily benefit bicyclists rather than other 
highway users. 
 
888.4.  Each annual budget prepared pursuant to Section 165 shall include an amount of not less than 
three hundred sixty thousand dollars ($360,000) for the construction of non-motorized transportation 
facilities to be used in conjunction with the state highway system. 
 
888.8.  The department may enter into any agreements, execute any documents, establish and manage any 
accounts or deposits, or take any other action that may be appropriate to receive and expend funds from 
the federal government in connection with state or local agency bicycle programs and non-motorized 
transportation projects for which federal funds are available.  The department may undertake 
demonstration projects and perform technical studies. 
 
California Bicycle Transportation Account 
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890.  It is the intent of the Legislature, in enacting this article, to establish a bicycle transportation 
system.  It is the further intent of the Legislature that this transportation system shall be designed and 
developed to achieve the functional commuting needs of the employee, student, business person, and 
shopper as the foremost consideration in route selection, to have the physical safety of the bicyclist and 
bicyclist's property as a major planning component, and to have the capacity to accommodate bicyclists of 
all ages and skills. 
 
 
890.2.  As used in this chapter, "bicycle" means a device upon which any person may ride, propelled 
exclusively by human power through a belt, chain, or gears, and having either two or three wheels in a 
tandem or tricycle arrangement. 
 
890.3.  As used in this article, "bicycle commuter" means a person making a trip by bicycle primarily for 
transportation purposes, including, but not limited to, travel to work, school, shopping, or other 
destination that is a center of activity, and does not include a trip by bicycle primarily for physical 
exercise or recreation without such a destination. 
 
890.4.  As used in this article, "bikeway" means all facilities that provide primarily for bicycle travel.  For 
purposes of this article, bikeways shall be categorized as follows: 
   (a) Class I bikeways, such as a "bike path," which provide a completely separated right-of-way 
designated for the exclusive use of bicycles and pedestrians with crossflows by motorists minimized. 
(b) Class II bikeways, such as a "bike lane," which provide a restricted right-of-way designated for the 
exclusive or semi-exclusive use of bicycles with through travel by motor vehicles or pedestrians 
prohibited, but with vehicle parking and crossflows by pedestrians and motorists permitted. 
   (c) Class III bikeways, such as an onstreet or offstreet "bike route," which provide a right-of-way 
designated by signs or permanent markings and shared with pedestrians or motorists. 
 
890.6.  The department, in cooperation with county and city governments, shall establish minimum safety 
design criteria for the planning and construction of bikeways and roadways where bicycle travel is 
permitted.  The criteria shall include, but not be limited to, the design speed of the facility, minimum 
widths and clearances, grade, radius of curvature, pavement surface, actuation of automatic traffic control 
devices, drainage, and general safety.  The criteria shall be updated biennially, or more often, as needed. 
 
890.8.  The department shall establish uniform specifications and symbols for signs, markers, and traffic 
control devices to designate bikeways, regulate traffic, improve safety and convenience for bicyclists, and 
alert pedestrians and motorists of the presence of bicyclists on bikeways and on roadways where bicycle 
travel is permitted. 
 
891.  All city, county, regional, and other local agencies responsible for the development or operation of 
bikeways or roadways where bicycle travel is permitted shall utilize all minimum safety design criteria 
and uniform specifications and symbols for signs, markers, and traffic control devices established 
pursuant to Sections 890.6 and 890.8. 
 
891.2.  A city or county may prepare a bicycle transportation plan, which shall include, but not be limited 
to, the following elements: 
   (a) The estimated number of existing bicycle commuters in the plan area and the estimated increase in 
the number of bicycle commuters resulting from implementation of the plan. 
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...(b) A map and description of existing and proposed land use and settlement patterns which shall 
include, but not be limited to, locations of residential neighborhoods, schools, shopping centers, public 
buildings, and major employment centers. 
   (c) A map and description of existing and proposed bikeways. 
   (d) A map and description of existing and proposed end-of-trip bicycle parking facilities.  These shall 
include, but not be limited to, parking at schools, shopping centers, public buildings, and major 
employment centers. 
 
   (e) A map and description of existing and proposed bicycle transport and parking facilities for 
connections with and use of other transportation modes.  These shall include, but not be limited 
 
to, parking facilities at transit stops, rail and transit terminals, ferry docks and landings, park and ride lots, 
and provisions for transporting bicyclists and bicycles on transit or rail vehicles or ferry vessels. 
   (f) A map and description of existing and proposed facilities for changing and storing clothes and 
equipment.  These shall include, but not be limited to, locker, restroom, and shower facilities near bicycle 
parking facilities. 
   (g) A description of bicycle safety and education programs conducted in the area included within the 
plan, efforts by the law enforcement agency having primary traffic law enforcement responsibility in the 
area to enforce provisions of the Vehicle Code pertaining to bicycle operation, and the resulting effect on 
accidents involving bicyclists. 
   (h) A description of the extent of citizen and community involvement in development of the plan, 
including, but not limited to, letters of support. 
   (i) A description of how the bicycle transportation plan has been coordinated and is consistent with 
other local or regional transportation, air quality, or energy conservation plans, including,  but not limited 
to, programs that provide incentives for bicycle commuting. 
   (j) A description of the projects proposed in the plan and a listing of their priorities for implementation. 
   (k) A description of past expenditures for bicycle facilities and future financial needs for projects that 
improve safety and convenience for bicycle commuters in the plan area. 
 
891.4.  (a) A city or county that has prepared a bicycle transportation plan pursuant to Section 891.2 may 
submit the plan to the county transportation commission or transportation planning agency for approval.  
The city or county may submit an approved plan to the department in connection with an application for 
funds for bikeways and related facilities, which will implement the plan. If the bicycle transportation plan 
is prepared, and the facilities are proposed to be constructed, by a local agency other than a city or county, 
the city or county may submit the plan for approval and apply for funds on behalf of that local agency. 
   (b) The department may grant funds applied for pursuant to subdivision (a) on a matching basis, which 
provides for the applicant' s furnishing of funding for 10 percent of the total cost of constructing the 
proposed bikeways and related facilities. The funds may be used, where feasible, to apply for and match 
federal grants or loans. 
 
891.5.  The Sacramento Area Council of Governments, pursuant to subdivision (d) of Section 2551, may 
purchase, operate, and maintain call boxes on class 1 bikeways. 
 
891.8.  The governing body of a city, county, or local agency may do all of the following: 
   (a) Establish bikeways. 
   (b) Acquire, by gift, purchase, or condemnation, land, real property, easements, or rights-of-way to 
establish bikeways. 
   (c) Establish bikeways pursuant to Section 21207 of the Vehicle Code. 
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892.  (a) Rights-of-way established for other purposes by cities, counties, or local agencies shall not be 
abandoned unless the governing body determines that the rights-of-way or parts thereof are not useful as a 
nonmotorized transportation facility. 
 
   (b) No state highway right-of-way shall be abandoned until the department first consults with the local 
agencies having jurisdiction over the areas concerned to determine whether the right-of-way or part 
thereof could be developed as a nonmotorized transportation facility. If an affirmative determination is 
made, before abandoning the right-of-way, the department shall first make the property available to local 
agencies for development as nonmotorized transportation facilities in accordance with Sections 104.15 
and 887.6 of this code and Section 14012 of the Government Code. 
 
892.2.  (a) The Bicycle Transportation Account is continued in existence in the State Transportation Fund, 
and, notwithstanding Section 13340 of the Government Code, the money in the account is continuously 
appropriated to the department for expenditure for the purposes specified in Section 892.4. Unexpended 
moneys shall be retained in the account for use in subsequent fiscal years. 
   (b) Any reference in law or regulation to the Bicycle Lane Account is a reference to the Bicycle 
Transportation Account. 
 
892.4.  The department shall allocate and disburse moneys from the Bicycle Transportation Account 
according to the following priorities: 
   (a) To the department, the amounts necessary to administer this article, not to exceed 1 percent of the 
funds expended per year. 
   (b) To counties and cities, for bikeways and related facilities, planning, safety and education, in 
accordance with Section 891.4. 
 
892.5.  The Bikeway Account, created in the State Transportation Fund by Chapter 1235 of the Statutes of 
1975, is continued in effect, and, notwithstanding Section 13340 of the Government Code, money in the 
account is hereby continuously appropriated to the department for expenditure for the purposes specified 
in this chapter.  Unexpended money shall be retained in the account for use in subsequent fiscal years. 
 
892.6.  The Legislature finds and declares that the construction of bikeways pursuant to this article 
constitutes a highway purpose under Article XIX of the California Constitution and justifies the 
expenditure of highway funds therefore. 
 
893.  The department shall disburse the money from the Bicycle Transportation Account pursuant to 
Section 891.4 for projects that improve the safety and convenience of bicycle commuters, including, but 
not limited to, any of the following: 
   (a) New bikeways serving major transportation corridors. 
   (b) New bikeways removing travel barriers to potential bicycle commuters. 
   (c) Secure bicycle parking at employment centers, park-and-ride lots, rail and transit terminals, and 
ferry docks and landings. 
   (d) Bicycle-carrying facilities on public transit vehicles. 
   (e) Installation of traffic control devices to improve the safety and efficiency of bicycle travel. 
   (f) Elimination of hazardous conditions on existing bikeways. 
   (g) Planning. 
   (h) Improvement and maintenance of bikeways. 
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In recommending projects to be funded, due consideration shall be given to the relative cost effectiveness 
of proposed projects. 
 
 
893.2.  The department shall not finance projects with the money in accounts continued in existence 
pursuant to this article, which could be financed appropriately pursuant to Article 2 (commencing with 
Section 887), or fully financed with federal financial assistance. 
 
893.4.  If available funds are insufficient to finance completely any project whose eligibility is established 
pursuant to Section 893, the project shall retain its priority for allocations in subsequent fiscal years. 
 
893.6.  The department shall make a reasonable effort to disburse funds in general proportion to 
population.  However, no applicant shall receive more than 25 percent of the total amounts transferred to 
the Bicycle Transportation Account in a single fiscal year. 
 
894.  The department may enter into an agreement with any city or county concerning the handling and 
accounting of the money disbursed pursuant to this article, including, but not limited to, procedures to 
permit prompt payment for the work accomplished. 
 
894.2.  The department, in cooperation with county and city governments, shall adopt the necessary 
guidelines for implementing this article. 
 
 
California Pedestrian Safety Account 
 
894.6.  The Pedestrian Safety Account is hereby established in the State Transportation Fund for 
expenditure by the department, upon appropriation, for the purposes of funding grants awarded pursuant 
to Section 894.7. 
 
894.7.  (a) The department shall make grants available to local governmental agencies based on the results 
of a statewide competition that requires submission of proposals for funding and rates those proposals on 
all of the following factors: 
   (1) Needs of the applicant as demonstrated by a high rate of pedestrian injuries or fatalities. 
   (2) Potential of the proposal for reducing pedestrian injuries and fatalities. 
   (3) Potential of the proposal for encouraging increased walking. 
   (b) Priority for grants shall be given to applicants with the highest pedestrian injury and fatality rates. 
   (c) Eligible projects may include, but are not limited to, traffic calming measures, intersection safety 
improvements, traffic signal timing, crosswalk construction or improvements, and any traffic safety or 
enforcement program authorized by law. 
   (d) A grant recipient shall engage in public education efforts to encourage pedestrian safety and 
awareness that may include a pedestrian safety program.  
   (e) The department shall award the grants as expeditiously as possible. 
 
894.8.  The department, in cooperation with county and city governments, the Department of the 
California Highway Patrol, and relevant stakeholders, shall adopt the necessary guidelines for 
implementing this article. 
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VEHICLE CODE 
SECTION 21200-21212 
 
21200.  (a) Every person riding a bicycle upon a highway has all the rights and is 
subject to all the provisions applicable to the driver of a vehicle by this division, 
including, but not limited to, provisions concerning driving under the influence of 
alcoholic beverages or drugs, and by Division 10 (commencing with Section 20000), 
Section 27400, Division 16.7 (commencing with Section 39000), Division 17 
(commencing with Section 40000.1), and Division 18 (commencing with Section 42000), 
except those provisions which by their very nature can have no application. 
   (b) (1) Any peace officer, as defined in Chapter 4.5 (commencing with Section 830) of 
Title 3 of Part 2 of the Penal Code, operating a bicycle during the course of his or her 
duties is exempt from the requirements of subdivision (a), except as those requirements 
relate to driving under the influence of alcoholic beverages or drugs, if the bicycle is 
being operated under any of the following circumstances: 
   (A) In response to an emergency call. 
   (B) While engaged in rescue operations. 
   (C) In the immediate pursuit of an actual or suspected violator of the law. 
   (2) This subdivision does not relieve a peace officer from the duty to operate a bicycle 
with due regard for the safety of all persons using the highway. 
 
21200.5.  Notwithstanding Section 21200, it is unlawful for any person to ride a bicycle 
upon a highway while under the influence of an alcoholic beverage or any drug, or 
under the combined influence of an alcoholic beverage and any drug.  Any person 
arrested for a violation of this section may request to have a chemical test made of the 
person's blood, breath, or urine for the purpose of determining the alcoholic or drug 
content of that person's blood pursuant to Section 23612, and, if so requested, the 
arresting officer shall have the test performed.  A conviction of a violation of this section 
shall be punished by a fine of not more than two hundred fifty dollars ($250).  Violations 
of this section are subject to Section 13202.5. 
 
21201.  (a) No person shall operate a bicycle on a roadway unless it is equipped with a 
brake which will enable the operator to make one braked wheel skid on dry, level, clean 
pavement. 
   (b) No person shall operate on the highway any bicycle equipped with handlebars so 
raised that the operator must elevate his hands above the level of his shoulders in order 
to grasp the normal steering grip area. 
   (c) No person shall operate upon any highway a bicycle which is of such a size as to 
prevent the operator from safely stopping the bicycle, supporting it in an upright position 
with at least one foot on the ground, and restarting it in a safe manner. 
   (d) Every bicycle operated upon any highway during darkness shall be equipped (1) 
with a lamp emitting a white light which, while the bicycle is in motion, illuminates the 
highway in front of the bicyclist and is visible from a distance of 300 feet in front and 
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from the sides of the bicycle; (2)  with a red reflector on the rear which shall be visible 
from a distance of 500 feet to the rear when directly in front of lawful upper beams of 
headlamps on a motor vehicle; (3) with a white or yellow reflector on each pedal visible 
from the front and rear of the bicycle from a distance of 200 feet; and (4) with a white or 
yellow reflector on each side forward of the center of the bicycle, and with a white or red 
reflector on each side to the rear of the center of the bicycle, except that bicycles which 
are equipped with reflectorized tires on the front and the rear need not be equipped with 
these side reflectors.  Such reflectors and reflectorized tires shall be of a type meeting 
requirements established by the department. 
   (e) A lamp or lamp combination, emitting a white light, attached to the operator and 
visible from a distance of 300 feet in front and from the sides of the bicycle, may be 
used in lieu of the lamp required by clause (1) of subdivision (d). 
 
21201.3.  (a) A bicycle or motorized bicycle used by a peace officer, as defined in 
Section 830.1 of, subdivision (a), (b), (c), (d), (e), (f), (g), or (i) of Section 830.2 of, 
subdivision (b) or (d) of Section 830.31 of, subdivision (a) or (b) of Section 830.32 of, 
Section 830.33 of, subdivision (a) of Section 830.36 of, subdivision (a) of Section 830.4 
of, or Section 830.6 of, the Penal Code, in the performance of the peace officer's duties, 
may display a steady or flashing blue warning light that is visible from the front, sides, or 
rear of the bicycle or motorized bicycle. 
   (b) No person shall display a steady or flashing blue warning light on a bicycle or 
motorized bicycle except as authorized under subdivision (a). 
 
21201.5.  (a) No person shall sell, or offer for sale, a reflex reflector or reflectorized tire 
of a type required on a bicycle unless it meets requirements established by the 
department.  If there exists a federal Consumer Product Safety Commission regulation 
applicable to bicycle reflectors, the provisions of that regulation shall prevail over 
provisions of this code or requirements established by the department pursuant to this 
code relative to bicycle reflectors. 
   (b) No person shall sell, or offer for sale, a new bicycle that is not equipped with a red 
reflector on the rear, a white or yellow reflector on each pedal visible from the front and 
rear of the bicycle, a white or yellow reflector on each side forward of the center of the 
bicycle, and a white or red reflector on each side to the rear of the center of the bicycle, 
except that bicycles which are equipped with reflectorized tires on the front and rear 
need not be equipped with these side reflectors. 
   (c) Area reflectorizing material meeting the requirements of Section 25500 may be 
used on a bicycle. 
 
21202.  (a) Any person operating a bicycle upon a roadway at a speed less than the 
normal speed of traffic moving in the same direction at that time shall ride as close as 
practicable to the right-hand curb or edge of the roadway except under any of the 
following situations: 
   (1) When overtaking and passing another bicycle or vehicle proceeding in the same 
direction. 



 
  Appendix D 

   
TCAG Bicycle Transportation Plan  3 

   (2) When preparing for a left turn at an intersection or into a private road or driveway. 
   (3) When reasonably necessary to avoid conditions (including, but not limited to, fixed 
or moving objects, vehicles, bicycles, pedestrians, animals, surface hazards, or 
substandard width lanes) that make it unsafe to continue along the right-hand curb or 
edge, subject to the provisions of Section 21656.  For purposes of this 
section, a "substandard width lane" is a lane that is too narrow for a bicycle and a 
vehicle to travel safely side by side within the lane. 
   (4) When approaching a place where a right turn is authorized. 
   (b) Any person operating a bicycle upon a roadway of a highway, which highway 
carries traffic in one direction only and has two or more marked traffic lanes, may ride 
as near the left-hand curb or edge of  that roadway as practicable. 
 
21203.  No person riding upon any motorcycle, motorized bicycle, bicycle, coaster, roller 
skates, sled, or toy vehicle shall attach the same or himself to any streetcar or vehicle 
on the roadway. 
 
21204.  (a) No person operating a bicycle upon a highway shall ride other than upon or 
astride a permanent and regular seat attached thereto. 
   (b) No operator shall allow a person riding as a passenger, and no person shall ride 
as a passenger, on a bicycle upon a highway other than upon or astride a separate seat 
attached thereto.  If the passenger is four years of age or younger, or weighs 40 pounds 
or less, the seat shall have adequate provision for retaining the passenger in place and 
for protecting the passenger from the moving parts of the bicycle. 
 
21205.  No person operating a bicycle shall carry any package, bundle or article which 
prevents the operator from keeping at least one hand upon the handlebars. 
 
21206.  This chapter does not prevent local authorities, by ordinance, from regulating 
the registration of bicycles and the parking and operation of bicycles on pedestrian or 
bicycle facilities, provided such regulation is not in conflict with the provisions of this 
code. 
 
21207.  (a) This chapter does not prohibit local authorities from establishing, by 
ordinance or resolution, bicycle lanes separated from any vehicular lanes upon 
highways, other than state highways as defined in Section 24 of the Streets and 
Highways Code and county highways established pursuant to Article 5 (commencing 
with Section 1720) of Chapter 9 of Division 2 of the Streets and Highways Code. 
   (b) Bicycle lanes established pursuant to this section shall be constructed in 
compliance with Section 891 of the Streets and Highways Code. 
 
21207.5.  Notwithstanding Sections 21207 and 23127 of this code, or any other 
provision of law, no motorized bicycle may be operated on a bicycle path or trail, 
bikeway, bicycle lane established pursuant to Section 21207, equestrian trail, or hiking 
or recreational trail, unless it is within or adjacent to a roadway or unless the local 
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authority or the governing body of a public agency having jurisdiction over such path or 
trail permits, by ordinance, such operation. 
 
21208.  (a) Whenever a bicycle lane has been established on a roadway pursuant to 
Section 21207, any person operating a bicycle upon the roadway at a speed less than 
the normal speed of traffic moving in the same direction at that time shall ride within the 
bicycle lane, except that the person may move out of the lane under any of the following 
situations: 
   (1) When overtaking and passing another bicycle, vehicle, or pedestrian within the 
lane or about to enter the lane if the overtaking and passing cannot be done safely 
within the lane. 
   (2) When preparing for a left turn at an intersection or into a private road or driveway. 
   (3) When reasonably necessary to leave the bicycle lane to avoid debris or other 
hazardous conditions. 
   (4) When approaching a place where a right turn is authorized. 
   (b) No person operating a bicycle shall leave a bicycle lane until the movement can be 
made with reasonable safety and then only after giving an appropriate signal in the 
manner provided in Chapter 6 (commencing with Section 22100) in the event that any 
vehicle may be affected by the movement. 
 
21209.  (a) No person shall drive a motor vehicle in a bicycle lane established on a 
roadway pursuant to Section 21207 except as follows: 
 
   (1) To park where parking is permitted. 
   (2) To enter or leave the roadway. 
   (3) To prepare for a turn within a distance of 200 feet from the intersection. 
   (b) This section does not prohibit the use of a motorized bicycle in a bicycle lane, 
pursuant to Section 21207.5, at a speed no greater than is reasonable or prudent, 
having due regard for visibility, traffic conditions, and the condition of the roadway 
surface of the bicycle lane, and in a manner which does not endanger the safety of 
bicyclists. 
 
21210.  No person shall leave a bicycle lying on its side on any sidewalk, or shall park a 
bicycle on a sidewalk in any other position, so that there is not an adequate path for 
pedestrian traffic.  Local authorities may, by ordinance or resolution, prohibit bicycle 
parking in designated areas of the public highway, provided that appropriate signs are 
erected. 
 
21211.  (a) No person may stop, stand, sit, or loiter upon any class I bikeway, as 
defined in subdivision (a) of Section 890.4 of the Streets and Highways Code, or any 
other public or private bicycle path or trail, if the stopping, standing, sitting, or loitering 
impedes or blocks the normal and reasonable movement of any bicyclist. 
   (b) No person may place or park any bicycle, vehicle, or any other object upon any 
bikeway or bicycle path or trail, as specified in subdivision (a), which impedes or blocks 
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the normal and reasonable movement of any bicyclist unless the placement or parking 
is necessary for safe operation or is otherwise in compliance with the law. 
   (c) This section does not apply to drivers or owners of utility or public utility vehicles, 
as provided in Section 22512. 
   (d) This section does not apply to owners or drivers of vehicles who make brief stops 
while engaged in the delivery of newspapers to customers along the person's route. 
   (e) This section does not apply to the driver or owner of a rubbish or garbage truck 
while actually engaged in the collection of rubbish or garbage within a business or 
residence district if the front turn signal lamps at each side of the vehicle are being 
flashed simultaneously and the rear turn signal lamps at each side of the vehicle are 
being flashed simultaneously. 
   (f) This section does not apply to the driver or owner of a tow vehicle while actually 
engaged in the towing of a vehicle if the front turn signal lamps at each side of the 
vehicle are being flashed simultaneously and the rear turn signal lamps at each side of 
the vehicle are being flashed simultaneously. 
 
21212.  (a) A person under 18 years of age shall not operate a bicycle, or ride upon a 
bicycle as a passenger, upon a street, bikeway, as defined in Section 890.4 of the 
Streets and Highways Code, or any other public bicycle path or trail unless that person 
is wearing a properly fitted and fastened bicycle helmet that meets the standards of the 
American National Standards Institute (ANSI Z 90.4 bicycle helmet standard), the Snell 
Memorial Foundation's Standard for Protective Headgear for Use in Bicycling, or the 
American Society for Testing Materials (ASTM F-1447 standard).  This requirement also 
applies to a person who rides upon a bicycle while in a restraining seat that is attached 
to the bicycle or in a trailer towed by the bicycle. 
   (b) Any helmet sold or offered for sale for use by operators and passengers of 
bicycles shall be conspicuously labeled in accordance with the standard described in 
subdivision (a) which shall constitute the manufacturer's certification that the helmet 
conforms to the applicable safety standards. 
   (c) No person shall sell, or offer for sale, for use by an operator or passenger of a 
bicycle any safety helmet which is not of a type meeting requirements established by 
this section. 
   (d) Any charge under this subdivision shall be dismissed when the person charged 
alleges in court, under oath, that the charge against the person is the first charge 
against that person under this subdivision, unless it is otherwise established in court 
that the charge is not the first charge against the person. 
   (e) Except as provided in subdivision (d), a violation of this section is an infraction 
punishable by a fine of not more than twenty-five dollars ($25). 
   The parent or legal guardian having control or custody of an unemancipated minor 
whose conduct violates this section shall be jointly and severally liable with the minor for 
the amount of the fine imposed pursuant to this subdivision. 
   (f) Notwithstanding Section 1463 of the Penal Code or any other provision of law, the 
fines collected for a violation of this section shall be allocated as follows: 
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   (1) Seventy-two and one-half percent of the amount collected shall be deposited in a 
special account of the county health department, to be used for bicycle safety education 
and for assisting low-income families in obtaining approved bicycle helmets for children 
under the age of 18 years, either on a loan or purchase basis.  The county may contract 
for the implementation of this program, which, to the extent practicable, shall be 
operated in conjunction with the child passenger restraint program pursuant to Section 
27360. 
   (2) Two and one-half percent of the amount collected shall be deposited in the county 
treasury to be used by the county to administer the program described in paragraph (1). 
   (3) If the violation occurred within a city, 25 percent of the amount collected shall be 
transferred to and deposited in the treasury of that city.  If the violation occurred in an 
unincorporated area, this 25 percent shall be deposited and used pursuant to paragraph 
(1). 
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Caltrans Highway Design Manual 

Chapter 1000 
Bikeway Planning and Design 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 





 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Appendix F 
Part 9 of the California Manual on Uniform 

Traffic Control Devices for Streets and 
Highways 
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Regional Projects 
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